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‘Sometimes, its
worse now tha
after the tsun

BY TIM SULLIVAN 1
Peraliva, Srilanka

t nightfall, guiet desconds
Alquj.c'kl}" on tho main
sireet that runs through

this seaside villaue:

On unpaved side roads,
many windows remain dark. In
hunise after newly ikt house
geatiered across Poraliva, no
ote 1s armmd to furn on he
lights,

That is when it becomes
clear just how much this vil-
Tage hias lost Mol just from tho
Lsiinami thal killed 248 wil
lagers two vears agoe, but in the
slow drain of villagers since.

“t's so guiethere oW, 5ay5
Srivawathi Malani Gunathi-
laka, whose 19-vear-old son was
among the nearly 230 0 whis
died i a dogen countries when
the fsunami roared in from the
acean on December 36 2004,
(Hficials say almost halt of the
A1} Peraliva families who sar-
vivedd have gone elsewhoers.

“Somefimes, 1T Socms worse
now than vight after lhe
tsunami,” says Gunathilaka
(563, who lost her only somn,
Pradesp, and her horme, Bat she
plans 1o stay: “This village is
iy home,”

Toclay, she and the other
rvemainine villagers are Tash-
ioning i sort of normaley,
helped by hindreds of thou-

gands of ‘dollars in donations,

They do their best to lgnore
the cmpty homes, and the mene
ories of a onee-tightly knit
COFITTALITCY,

20 they aro planting back
vard gardens, weavitg rops
from coconit husks to sell, o
tuking sewing classes run ]:I'.’
small charities. Thesre fishing
in donated boats and sending
their childron to donorsbui
schools, Always, (hey're ook
ing for mors Jid money,

66—
People who
didn't have
much before are
now happy
a4

Tvery few weeks,

Srivawathil (568) takes a bus
the nearest city Galle, wher
volunteers teach her ahuuq
plant care and basic amﬂum*l
ing 5o she can open a s
floweT nllr=ery

The work 1s ber solace.

“Everyone around here

they talk about is the tsunaml b

and that malkes me thidk ahoul
my son, | oean't do anything
when I'm thinking about him."
sho SHys

LIS R

She and her husband have
been slowly bullding a new
homie, a twio-bedroon concrets
pittage on reinforced pillacs:
The odds of another tslin=ami
here aye minuzcule, Bt she'll
live in nothing less,

“Thiz house has to he
sirong,” savs Gunathilaka, the
foree it ber voice an echo of
the determincd woman her

| neiphbonrs omee ktiew,

Bhe suffeced terribly aftor
Pradeop's deali

“She's heller now,” sayvs her
ilder datipghiter FammadL (87,
whi 1ives nearpsy with her owm
gmall  Family The younges
danghter, Sujerws, 18 al nurs-
iz sohonl in Colombo,

Pt Srivawathi’s pain isstill
there: “We're lonely” she savs
flatly, as her hushand slis qui-
etly beside hor He sullered a
strolie some years before the
tamami and cannol work,

Prraliya 1s nol an easy place
o Hve, Competition for ald
THegan dividine willagers soon
bafter the tsunami, despile an
-ﬁuLp'mrmg of donatiens that
 meant evoryone here got help.

- Twoyears later, there’sa hit-
B undertong 1o most oomere
eations.

“When Feiends get together,
rthey spend their time saying
[Sn-and g0 ot one house, s50-
anclso pot two, savs Dalawat-
i Gameaee Anmila,

While basic post-tsunami
pEvITenls were sot by the gov-
ernmient —  HHVOOD rupees
{abour BT 0000 per dead relative
and 250000 rupees for a
destroved home — the abun-

dance of aid offen led to chaos.

The tramhle was magnified

| o Peraliva, a working-class

STILL MORA: Sriyzwathi falani Gur 1aU'akefu55e5 Cher Herd. -ghuer Eur udu Frﬁ,-'adarshanl I:q.' a cnnstmdlnn siiE.

fishing villagn where the waves
mangled a passing train and
Irilled hundreds of passengers.
The wrockage, 2 vivid Image of
the tsunami’s toll, ativacted
gawhers, begzars and poople
looking to help.

While most aid groups oried
to dole out resources carefully,
Poraliva ot everything from
free  sewing  miachines to
tourists disfributing cash.

There was alsothe chanee of

ilding extra homes.

“Thore are very [ew people
from the village who don't have

a house now and there are
some families who have two,”
says Aniiea Abewardena. until
recently the top local official.
So many extra hoases, he sivs,
explain all the cmpby omes,
Tho hizrest changes hap-
pened along the coast voad,
where dozens of fishing fami-
lies had Hved in now-dostroyed
chanties, Posttsunami laws
restricted vebuilding within
10nm of the shoreline, foreing
the construction of new inland
communities or coastal folk.
Bul ihe shifting of so many

PLAYING ON; T young SUnan sundvoms enoy cicet o a beach dlose
o Peraliya, aboul £5km solh of the 58 Lankan capital, Colambe,

Iives created apportunities for
manipubition. According to
Ahewardens, many extended
families who had shared onc
home got several, while othors
accepted homes inland, then
persuaded aid groups to baild
sncond houses elsewlhiere,

Today, nearky OVETY
Peralivan believes they wone
shortehanged.

“People who dido't have
muech before the tsunami are
now happy,' says Annula, Ter
huszband, who died pecently
after a prolonged illness, hid
once been a suceessful fisher-
met, and they had raized their
four soms in o ecomforiable
howse with & Iarpe vard. “Peo-
plelike me wha were doing bet-
e we only ot the minimum
like evervone else.”

Few people, though, adimil
1o heing happy

Sriyawathi is s Buddhist
and belleves her son, who was
swepl away as he tricd to help
an elderly womuan, haz been
reborn it & new I

Rwery might, she meditates
and prayvs.

“I pray that he will never
again have anothor death like
that ane;” shesays - Sapa-AP



