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Behind the
scenes on
Iran mission

She was not featared b the media a5 onz of the
herocs who were part of the South Afnean Scarch
and Bescue mission to Iran . bul sha delmilely wis
ome of these peepls wilhoy b shom he feam Fom
B A wonlkd never huve [el or [ran.

Thecarthephe, whivhmeasured 6,3 on he Richler
*"xr,:{]a:, Bl Tran om Buoxing Thay last year. The BA
mission leftonthe moming of December 7% tollowing
a grualling 44 homs for the determined 28y carold
bammtha Botsis from Bdenyale.

tHescun Seurh Africa, of which Summanthy i Iz il
member of the board of dircctors. wis imrmedisloby

plaged omstand-by after it was annetaicadhad Trn

had beyrisiroek by an earthguake: Rescie 54
inavalunlest arpanisation and Samantha
aat dhvalved wich the
arganisation after she
azzisted in doveloping ity

wihsirs: .
Blesoue 84 1s a moamber
pf IMSARAGC, |he
imlermibna lsearch and reacie
wilwigory proup fol the Liited
Mations (LML lman s govetnmens
frrvearded 2 request for assistance o
the UM afrerwiiich Reseus 524 sot the
sa-ahead o start planning sn BA

[mizsion to Iran,

samanths was mainly responsiblc

forthe local logistivs ., but this sounds

likee it Lot Less work than whal il really wis.
Samantha, in those 48 hours, had fo consult on
more than ons epcasion, with mmmersgs Tocal amd

it el authoriies suelas the Depatment of

Tocal ATades and Fopeign Atfais,
Wi can imagine whata chal lenpe ftwas . itwas

“Maxing Day and Chiristmas weekend and vwe had to

arganise the nussion with most poople boing on
holidey” said Samantha,

During those 4 liours she atso bad to zetthe toam
a4 7 membars tozether, Im]pbm'ﬂﬁscthcir«pdsspbrts

- mussienwers abour it

tood, 730 litrtes af warerand get sponsorship for the
team s flight o vt and an airlime that wonld be
propared to carry 13 toines of cquipracnt.

“ltwas organised chaos. At a time like thatthers
isalotofadrenalin,. the U jUst wanreo got going
and T hut e had 1o put wgether the w hc:ulc
PSS L Firal,,, cover Christris weelend olall fimes”
said ‘-‘nmam:ha

|Lhasheen e&llmaLedl]mr. thecastsinvalvedinihe
4 lerafmoncy
ko raise in 48 hours.” Stmanthe told the NEWS.

Mabilize

et the helpotthe DepartmentofLocal Affairs
the ceam was able to mobilise fast end leave on the
marningeftic 28th After theirtran's
-aravdlinTran, Sumanthy wisin contact

with Lot members om o daily Tasis,
Bl bulome this Fhere veas vel another
phalacke e overcamea when the tearn
landed 400k from where they were
supposcd o bo. “So again it was a
thing oftalking fa lotofpeople like
thi Tranizm Embassy hume, the Seath
Alrivan Fmbasss o [run; thg
Pepariinental Foreieh A T amd 5o
o’ sald Bamantha, whe was also
spanaible forliaising betwesn team
ricnbers and cheir familics,

I'he seven-day mission returned to
SouthAtricaasthe international teanywhich coversd
the mast sround in Iran.

“Altheel thew wre not able to rescuc auvbaody,
thewrecoverad 30badics snd vovored the Mecesturen
of alithe international beams i Tran, Thisecss gvery
sueeeaslul mission. Wy goal ol decreass our
depatiibe lime from 48 howes a5 time {s erucial |
belevetharse willachieverhis wiheach mizsionse
do from bere on,” said Sanancha,

Listering o thisdeterinined 28-vear-old wainan,
ok é&aliﬁethafthie'ﬂnal will definitely beachieved.
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Sorry
boet...

Anlranian man,
Shahrian, who
lasthis brother,
wife and fwo
children In tha
earthguake, the
devastation of
which is visible
In the back-
dround, is
comforted by
AndréTomlinson.
Shahrian is
wearing a vest
whichbelonged
ia his niece with
the word “free-
dom’ embroidered
on'it.




