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TSUNAMI ANNIVERSARY

ar and wide they remember their darkest day

Panic as quakes spark
fears of a new disaster

SAPA-APF AND REUTERS

irens sent thousands of

people flecing the coastin

Indonesia’s largesl-ever
lsunami drill while others
praved at mass graves, chimed
toemple bells and Tt candles tao
wars aftor devastiting wiaves
elaimed 230 M0 lives across
Ania,

In a reminder vesterday of
angning threats to the seizimi-
cally charged region, a 7.1 mag
nitade qualn off sputh-western
Taiwan briefly sparked fears of
another Killer taunai.

However, the TIS Geoalosical
Survey reparted two quakes —
one measuring 7.1 and the
‘Eher T,

In TPingtung
county, Tarwan:
une person died
when a arniture
shop collapsecd
Thres athers had
o b resoned,

Taiwanose TV
repurts  showed
people o the city
of Pingtong
rushing into the
streets in panic,

Hiph-rise
baildings dcross
the island were
rattled and phone
services in sonth-
orn Taiwan wore
disrupted.

Festerday, the
anniversary of the lsunami
Wi vears ago, Sharon Howard,
wWhoge flanee and (wo children
were ainong those Killed, was
ong of the survivors to rekirn
to honour lost loved ones.

“T miss them. They Wers my
life," the British tourist said.
{ears pouring down her chesks
atter attending amemaorial cor-
vmony on Bhao Lak beach in
I'hailand.

T wiish T could turn back
time and they could all eomme
back.”

In varions tsunami-ravagerd

A004 tunarmi.

MOURNING: [his indizn
vwarman lost her somin the

regions, mournors observed g1

moment of silence at the exact
time the waves crashed lo

shore, while others it imcensne
on the beach, offered pragers
and thrvew flowmrs into the sed..

But along with the com-
memoralions another push
was mnder way, with govorn:
ments, volunteers and resi
dents taking steps to protect
avAinst futire telinarmis.

In &ri Lanka, the first of 100
warning towers were erected
o a beach,

Vilunteers. in Malaysia
repkanted. mangroves, which
some g8y act a8 8 natural pro-
tective barrier apainst Killer
WS,

Indonesia said its tsumami
dritl on the resort island of
Bali — unaffocted by the 2004
disaster — was almed at raising
wwnrenesy and testing {echno-
logy deployed In
the past two
VEArs,

Warnings
worg: sent from
the capital  Ju-
karta to radios
along the beach.
Sirens wailed,
sending crovds —
many of  them
schonlchildren —
briskly walking
infand,

“The hbiggest
challenge is
working with tho
ponple to make
them aware,” said
German gealogist
Harald Spahmn,
wha iz helping Indonesia to set
up its alert necwork,

In the hard-hit Aceh region
on Indonesia’s Sumatra island,
FAaldi  Setipwan focused on
honouring the memory of his
twio children, who were ripped
fromm his hands by the force of
the waes.

[m-5r1 Lanka, temple bells
chimed to mark the exact time
the first wave crashed ashore,
and all cars and (rucks came (o
a standsill tor two minutes to
remember the 35000 whis ditd.

Coromonics woere small and
sumbre 1ln southern India,
wheare 18000 were killed or
misaing.

TRIBUTE: College students make a sand sculpture at Marina beach to commemorate the second anniversary o the Indian Ocean tsunami in the southern Indian ity of Chennai,

The tsunami penerated an
mprocodented outpouring of
generusity, with donor pledges
reaching aboul $13-billon
{R591-billion).

Bt many of the homeless
complain they are stuck with
poorly built structures that
leak, are lermite-infested or
located in fiood Zones,

Corruption has also marred
the process, with several NGOs

forced o delay projects or
rebuild homes after oontrac
tors amd suppliors ran off with
the fimds.

Soven Western natlons have
sent a Jether to fhe police in
Thalland saving that upto 505

af the $1.6-million sct azide to
help identify the dead in Thal-
land appeared to have been

mizised.
W See Page 10
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